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EMR Disability Respite Network

Meeting Minutes 9th March 2011

	Present:
	Srawani Ghosh (Yooralla) , Cathy Carroll (Yooralla), Cath Smith (Yooralla), :Lyra Lobo (Yooralla), 
Di Williams (Yooralla) Kaitlyn Griggs (DHS), Miriam McDonough (DHS), Yvonne Skoda (Rec-Line), 
Leah Marven (DHS), Mark Tyrrell (DHS), Cathy Boyce (Leisure Options), Gary Elliott (Leisure Options), Kathleen Merry (Maroondah City Council), Jason Watkins (DASSI), Lynn Barr (Care Connect), Carol Belford (Extended Families), Hayley Cusson (Interchange Inner East), Vivienne Quinlivan, Leanne Skinner (Belgrave South Community House), Anne Vogt (DHS-DAS), Cailin Daly (CRCC), Jenny Salgo (PSN-EMR) Shannan La Brooy (Rec-Line), Cate Sayers (e-Motion21) 
Chris Beayni (ERLS), Lisa Casamento (EACH Respite for Carers), Fran Henry (Travellers Aid), Megan Salisbury (DHS), Eilis Hughes (DHS)


	Apologies:
	Sharon Porteous (MIC), Sue Heemskerk (Impact Solutions), Jacinta Powell (Lifestyle Options & Choice-Yooralla), Meagan Ball (Senior Facilitator Yooralla), Natalie Bryant (Facilitator Yooralla), Michelle Eagan (EACH), Rebecca Harbour (Villa Maria)


	Yooralla RIDE Update
Srawani Ghosh RIDE Intake & Information 
	Srawani introduced and spoke about the RIDE website.  In the Featured news section providers are encouraged to add any new programs they would like featured. Community pictures are being welcomed for the website to provide a more community based feeling.
Expressions of interest of any new items or programs to be given before the next meeting on 1st June.


	DHS Update
Kaitlyn Griggs
Disability Partnerships & Service Planning
	The new Government is in the process of developing a framework and direction regarding Respite and Carers.  The Respite Satisfaction Survey will be rolled out in late April.
See attachment for full update.



	eMotion21
Cate Sayers
	The idea of creating a dance group for people with Down syndrome came to Cate Sayers when she was looking for a dance class for her daughter who has Down syndrome as she could no longer continue in mainstream dance classes like her three sisters.  It was about this time that Cate watched the Andrew Denton documentary on the Merry Makers and was inspired.  After confirming there were no other dance opportunities that catered for her daughter’s particular learning needs and abilities Cate decided to start one.  
In April 2009 the very first class was attended by 6 children aged 6-9yrs, to much laughter, excitement and delight from all.  eMotion21 is a volunteer run, not-for-profit, charity currently based in Kew. e.motion21 teaches dancing exclusively to children and young adults with Down Syndrome. 
They are actively looking for support from sponsors, local Council and community funding groups to enlarge and strengthen the program.   They want to increase their profile in the local community and across Melbourne so anyone eligible to join the dance group knows about them and can join in.  Cate is hoping to open a similar dance school in Melbourne’s north-west in Pascoe Vale and another potential new school might be in Pakenham.
Visit their website for more information www.emotion21.org.au


	Leisure Options
Gary Elliott
	Gary and Cathy are the new owners of Leisure Options which is a Licensed Travel Agent, an Accredited Tourism Business and a full member of the Travel Compensation Fund. They specialise in providing local, national and international holidays for people with physical and intellectual disabilities, acquired brain injuries, anyone requiring a travel companion, the frail or elderly or families in need of respite support.
Leisure Options offers a positive approach in supported travel. They provide holidays that allow maximum choice, loads of fun, high staffing ratios, a commitment to individual needs and a supportive holiday environment. They cater for all ranges of disabilities from the very independent to those requiring 1:1 support.
Visit their website for more information www.leisureoptions.com.au


	Travellers Aid
Fran Henry
	Travellers Aid has been offering travel and support services to travellers since 1916. Travellers Aid exists to provide support, advice and assistance to the traveling public with special requirements, and to those in emergency situations. They are unique and have extensive experience in the delivery of travel related emergency relief, and assistance to the traveling public. 

The organisation is operated by a team of professional, cheerful staff and volunteers.  All travellers are welcome to enjoy their services.

A new pilot project to help regional and rural Victorian travellers get to their medical appointments in Melbourne safely and confidently is now available. 

The Project will focus on assisting the elderly, frail, seriously ill and people with a disability, many of whom find it difficult to access public transport once they arrive in the city.”  A dedicated team of trained volunteers have been recruited to meet with people travelling to Melbourne for medical appointments.

The service is free. People wishing to use the service can call 1300 700 399. Bookings are essential. 24 hours notice is required. People who use the service are required to purchase their own travel ticket.
People interested in volunteering with the Medical Companion Project can call Fran Henry, MCP Coordinator, (03) 9654 2600 or fran@travellersaid.org.au to discuss. 
 
More information is available on the website www.travellersaid.org.au


	DHS
Ellis Hughes
	Ellis spoke about Community Development Team Building program, MetroAccess services.  MetroAccess workers are in every local council.  They work together with various disability organisations.  

	General Updates/ Coming Events
	Metro access is not advertised in local government and it would be good if it can be advertised on the RIDE website.  A Metro access worker can help with the Expo.  
 

Also Belgrave South Community House are running 4 camps, March, May, September & November.  This can be put on the RIDE website as featured news and any good news stories as well as photos.


	Next meeting
	1st June 2011 at Maroondah Federation Estate 


